
Unit 4 Pele paar no pravas  

By Radhanath Swami 

(પેલે પારનો પ્રવાસ)—the Gujarati translation of The Journey Home: Autobiography of an 

American Swami by Radhanath Swami, including plot overview, summary, and key 
themes: 

     Introduction 

Original Title: The Journey Home: Autobiography of an American Swami 

Gujarati Title: Pele Paarno Pravas (પેલે પારનો પ્રવાસ) 

Author: Radhanath Swami (born Richard Slavin, 1950, Chicago)   

Translator: Dr. Girish Rathod 

Publication: Gujarati edition released in 2013 (~350 pages)   

A spiritual memoir tracing the life journey of a young Western seeker who finds his 
spiritual home in bhakti-yoga and Indian devotional tradition. 

              Plot Overview & Summary 

1. Early Life & Western Beginnings 

Richard Slavin is brought up in suburban Chicago, raised in a culturally Jewish 
household. Disillusioned with materialism, he embarks on a radical quest for deeper 
meaning.   

2. Travels Through Europe & Middle East 

He hitchhikes across Europe and the Middle East during the early 1970s. His journey 
includes perilous experiences in Istanbul during the cholera outbreak, encounters in 
Iran, Afghanistan, and the Himalayas—where he begins genuine spiritual inquiry.   

3. Search in India 

In India, Richard follows various spiritual paths—living in ashrams, visiting caves, 
meeting gurus like Swami Sivananda’s disciples, studying yoga and meditation. He is 
gradually drawn to Gaudiya Vaishnavism.   

4. Initiation & Service in ISKCON 



In 1973, he accepts initiation from A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, later 
taking sannyasa (monastic vows) in 1982. He dedicates himself to teaching, 
devotional service, and establishing the Radha Gopinath Temple in Mumbai—
emphasizing community, service, and spiritual education.   

5. Projects & Social Impact 

Swami initiates projects like the Devotee Care Program, free school meal programs, 
ecological initiatives like Govardhan Ecovillage—all grounded in bhakti, service, and 
ecological responsibility.   

      Major Themes 

    1. Spiritual Quest & Inner Transformation 

The journey from secular Western upbringing to wholehearted dedication to 
devotional life—showing the transformative power of sincere spiritual search.   

    2. Cross-Cultural Encounter & Synthesis 

Swami’s narrative bridges Western individuality with Eastern devotion, embodying 
spiritual inclusivity and interfaith respect. 

        3. Devotion (Bhakti) & Simplicity 

Emphasizes love-based devotion to Krishna, simple living, gratitude, service, and 
introspection. 

      4. Service over Ritual 

Service to humanity—through feeding programs, hospitals, orphan care, ecological 
ideas—is highlighted as central to spiritual life.   

      5. Faith with Purpose 

Swami emphasizes that spirituality anchors us from aimless materialism, offering 
purpose and deep fulfillment. Gujarati release events underscored how spiritual 
identity is core to India's heritage.  

          Summary 

Pele Paarno Pravas is more than a spiritual memoir—it is a moving chronicle of 
transformation and service. From Chicago suburbs to Himalayan caves and eventually 
to leading devotional communities in India, Richard Slavin becomes Radhanath 
Swami, demonstrating: 



How genuine spiritual seeking can bridge cultures, 

How inner faith can inspire outer action, 

And how love, humility, and service shape a life devoted to the Divine and humanity. 


